JOHN MILTON
rooted in priggishness, nor in fear, nor in religion in
the conventional sense. Rather, it sprang from his
determination to sublimate his creative powers, to
cherish them for the higher adventures in the great
writing he felt destined to produce.
Chastity, industry, and scholarship were not the only
characteristics that distinguished him at Cambridge.
He made himself companionable by being interested
in his fellows. They found his conversation livdy,
his manners courtly. He respected the dignity of others
and never lost his own. He loved justice and prac-
ticed it He had a complete disregard for riches and
titles and sought his friends among those whose minds
he admired, irrespective of their wealth or social posi-
tion. Temperate, dean, and cheerful, he lived simply,
even frugally, and enjoyed the flavor of life withoot
draining its dregs.
Aside from Latin essays and minor verses in English,
he had already produced two significant poems: a fine
appreciation of Shakespeare, whose death had occurred
only a few years before, and the long "Hymn on the
Morning of Christ's Nativity," This hymn discloses
beauty and soaring imagination as wdl as breadth of
learning and religious feeling. Against a badcgrojand
of utter peace and quiet we hear the heavenly music as
it greeted the shepherds, and we perceive the doom
thereby portended for "th* Old Dragon underground**
and all orades and false gods.
Purpose. As Milton at twenty-three received the
coveted degree of Master of Arts, he faced a great
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